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What is Language and Law?  And Does Anyone Care?

1.
“language and law”=

61,000 hits.  


“language and the law”=

58,000 hits.


“law and language”=

126,000 hits.

2.
“law and economics” =
over 5,000,000 hits.

3.
“law and literature”=  
220,000 hits.


“literature and law”=
50,000 hits.

4.
“linguistics and law”/”law and linguistics”=
1000 hits.

5.
“forensic linguistics”= 
70,000 hits.

6.
“Sprache und Recht” =
14,000 hits.  


 “Recht und Sprache”=
 9,400 hits.


"forensische Linguistik"= 695 hits.

7.
“Recht und Ökonomie"=
16,000 hits.


“Ökonomie und Recht”=
16,700 hits.


"Ökonomische Analyse des Rechts"= 25,000 hits.

8.
Interest in language at (American) law schools has tended to focus on:
· legal language

· dictionaries/style

· plain English movement

· language and the substantive (esp. criminal) law

· constitutional law (esp. freedom of speech)

· legal interpretation (esp. of statutes)
9.
A fractured field:

· law and literature

· law and semiotics

· law and rhetoric

· discourse analysis, sociolinguistics, and law

· multilingualism and interpretation/translation

· philosophy of language and law

· forensic linguistics

10.
International Language and Law Association (ILLA.org)????
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